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Sullivan Hincks & Conway is a law firm offering a wide variety of legal services 

including administrative law, appellate law, civil litigation, commercial law, 

residential real estate law, construction law, corporate law, criminal law, 

employment law, environmental law, equine law, estate planning and probate law, 

franchising (PMPA) law, health care law, insurance law, intellectual property law, 

personal injury law, regulatory compliance law, securities law, sports and 

entertainment law, federal and state tax law, transaction law, and transportation 

and logistics law. 

Since 1970 our firm has supported a wide variety of corporations, limited liability 

companies, partnerships, and individuals in industries such as armored cars, 

banking, building and development, construction, food distribution, insurance, 

logistics, manufacturing, oil, petroleum distribution, equine business matters, 

private label packaging, railroads, real estate, restaurants, shipping, surface and air 

freight forwarders, trucking, and vending.

Representative clients have included: American Chartered Bank; American Service 

Insurance Company; Anchor Mechanical, Inc.; Bellair Expediting Service Co., Inc.; 

Bullseye Global, LLC; Central States Automatic Sprinklers, Inc.; Central Transport 

International, Inc.; Cheese Merchants of America, Inc.; Colonial Coach Lines, Inc.; 

Cornerstone Solutions, Inc.; Exclusive Construction Services, Inc.; First Chicago 

Insurance Company; Firstpoint Residential Communications, Inc.; Fitzpatrick 

Brothers, Inc.; Greco & Sons, Inc.; Hallberg Commercial Insurance Companies; The 

Mason and Dixon Lines, Inc.; Oberweis Dairy; Olds Products Co. of Illinois; 

Pioneer Coach Lines, Inc.; Pork King Packing, Inc.; Premium Armored Services Inc; 

R. Whittingham & Sons Corporation; RR Donnelley; Texor Petroleum Company; 

United Armored Services; United Security Life & Death Insurance Company; U.S. 

Bank; and Woodland Construction Company of Illinois, Inc.

Firm Overview



Together, Sullivan Hincks & Conway attorneys offer over 100 years experience in a 

wide variety of practice areas.

Our Experience

Administrative Law

We offer extensive experience before a variety of administrative agencies such as 

the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, the Illinois Commerce 

Commission and similar agencies in other states, the Illinois Department of 

Employment Security, and the Illinois Department of Revenue.

Appellate Law

Our Appellate Law practice provides expertise in all phases of the appeals process, 

including writing appeals, preparing briefs, and presenting oral arguments. 

Appearances include many in the various Federal Circuit Courts of Appeal, and the 

Illinois, Kansas, and Wisconsin appellate courts. 

Civil Litigation

Our attorneys regularly handle civil litigation at all levels of state and federal court. 

We offer experience as both plaintiff’s and defendant’s counsel in areas such as:

§ §

§
§§

§
§

§
§

§§
§§
§§
§§
§§

§

§

Appellate Insurance compliance and
coverageBankruptcy
Insurance liquidation andContract disputes
conservation litigation

Carmack claims
Mechanic’s lien litigation

Carriage of Goods by Sea 
Non-competition disputesAct claims
Personal injuryCivil contests
Property damageCommercial collections
Real estate litigationCopyright disputes
Trademark disputesEnvironmental claims
Warsaw Convention cargoERISA-COBRA claims
claims

FMCSA compliance claims

Hazmat claims (either FAA
or surface transportation)

Our Experience



Sullivan Hincks & Conway attorneys have extensive know-how in both commercial 

and residential real estate, including handling: 

§ §

§ §

§
§

§

§

§
§

§
§

Commercial and residential Representation of association
closings boards 

Commercial leases on behalf Significant environmental issue
of both tenants and landlords impairing the alienability of

property Establishment of partnerships
and limited liability companies Subdivision of real property 
for the development and sale Tax issues using available
of real estate techniques such as starker (IRC
Industrial revenue bond issues Sec. 1031) exchanges 
for borrowers Zoning variances and rezoning
Preparation of contracts for real to maximize values 
estate transactions All aspects in the development
Purchase and sale of business and sale of town home and
assets condominium projects 

Construction Law

Our firm offers knowledge in construction injury and construction defect litigation, 

representing owners, contractors, and individuals alike. We are also qualified to 

advise construction clients on contract issues, work-site safety issues, and other risk 

management issues. Our representation of contractors includes mechanic’s lien 

enforcement and filing.

Corporate Law

Our Corporate Law practice includes representation of small to large corporations 

and retail entities in their start-up and their continuing representation. We offer 

companies such as these a full range of services including: 

§ §

§
§

§

§ §

Organization of corporations, Licensing of trucking and other
limited liability companies, and transportation entities 
limited liability partnerships Advice on business and
Preparation of administrative management structure 
filings, such as insurance and Preparation of corporate
agents for service of process  minute books and records 
Preparation of shareholder, Advice on raising capital and
buy-sell, and partnership working funds 
agreements  

Commercial and Residential Real Estate Law



Employment Law 

Clients turn to us for resolution of various employment matters including: 

§ §

§

§

§
§

§

Administrative agency Prosecution and defense of
controversies, such as those employment discrimination
involving the EEOC and the claims
Illinois Human Rights Prosecution and defense of
Commission employment sexual harassment
Drafting of employment related claims  
contracts Health Insurance Portability
Employment controversies and Accountability Act
prior to and during litigation (HIPAA)

issues  Family and Medical Leave Act
issues  

Environmental Law 

Our firm has knowledge in defending and prosecuting environmental litigation, in 

analyzing and litigating the coverage questions raised by such matters, and in 

assisting transactional clients with environmental issues. 

Equine Law 

This practice offers experience in many areas of equine law including: 

§ §

§ §

Breeding partnerships Pinhooking 

Livery liens Racing partnerships  

Criminal Law

We regularly assist clients in the defense of trucker overweight, traffic, drug, 

firearm charges, environmental claims, and other misdemeanor and felony 

complaints. 

Estate Planning and Probate Law 

We can provide expertise in the preparation of trusts and wills, and in the 

representation and administration of probating estates. 

Franchising (PMPA) Law 

Practice in the area of the Petroleum Marketing Practices Act (the PMPA) involves 

representation of retail gasoline station dealers (franchisees) and of petroleum 

sellers and distributors (franchisors). Our attorneys have active and continuing 

involvement in the PMPA area. We represent and have represented several 

plaintiffs in federal litigation involving enforcement of their rights under the 

PMPA. We have also represented defendant franchisors in federal PMPA litigation. 



Insurance Law

Our firm has handled a variety of insurance-related matters including: 

§ §

§
§

§

Defense of insureds on behalf of Non-compete litigation
carriers Regulatory law, such as new
Insurance coverage claims and company acquisitions and
litigation other regulatory filings with the

Illinois Department ofInsurance liquidation and
Insurance rehabilitation 

Intellectual Property Law 

Our attorneys represent clients in copyrighting, software licensing, trademarks, 

trade secrets, and litigation concerning intellectual property matters. 

Personal Injury Law 

We offer experience representing plaintiffs involved in bodily harm. 

Product Liability Law 

Our firm represents manufacturers, owners, and distributors in products liability 

litigation, as well as advising clients with regard to risk management in the 

products liability context. 

Sullivan Hincks & Conway’s Health Care practice provides ongoing consulting to 

Title X grantees regarding health care law. We can also present information to your 

organization regarding the application of the laws and regulations of the Health 

Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA). 

Health Care Law 

Regulatory Compliance Law 

Our attorneys offer regulatory compliance experience in many areas including: 

§ §

§

§ §

§

Dealing with employee Handling insurance company
complaints made before federal, insolvency issues and related
state, and local administrative litigation 
agencies throughout the Securing transportation-related
country licenses
Seeking regulatory approval for Handling safety audits
the acquisition of an insurance

Representing civil forfeitures
company 



Securities Law

Our attorneys are experienced in handling NASD arbitrations and lawsuits 

involving brokers and financial advisers. 

Sports and Entertainment Law 

We offer experience representing professional athletes, their businesses, and their 

personal affairs both on and off the field. 

Tax Law 

Our Tax Law practice represents clients in taxation matters such as:

§ §

§
§

§ §

Internal Revenue Service audits State sales and use tax audits
and protests International fuel tax agreement

issues Unemployment tax hearings 

Preparation of corporate and Workers compensation
individual income tax returns premium audits 

Transaction Law 

Clients rely on us for representation in a broad range of non-public business 

transactions including:

§ §

§
§

§

Transportation and logistics Commercial contracts
transactions Purchase, merger, and sale of
Establishment of corporations, businesses as well as real estate
limited liability companies,  Equine transactions, including
limited partnerships, and other pinhooking and racing
business entities partnerships  

§ §

§

§

§
§

§

Department of Insurance State agencies regulating
security guard and armored carDepartment of Transportation 
companies, particularly in

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
licensing the carrying of

Administration (FMCSA) 
weapons

State and federal equal
State transportation agencies

employment opportunity
Surface Transportation Board commissions 

Some of the regulatory agencies where we practice compliance law include:



Transportation and Logistics Law 

Together, Sullivan Hincks & Conway attorneys offer over 50 years experience in the 

Transportation and Logistics Law practice including broad-based representation 

of: 

§ §

§ §

§
§§

§

§
§

§

Air freight forwarders Private and proprietary carriers 

Consolidators Shippers, shippers’ agents, 
and shippers’ associations Freight forwarders 
Suppliers to companiesFulfillment companies 
engaged in transportation 

Motor carriers and motor 
and logistics functions 

carrier brokers
Vehicle leasing companies 

Third-party logistics service
Warehousing companiesproviders 

Representation focuses on areas such as:

§ §

§

§

§
§

§

§

Civil forfeiture defense Involvement with DOT, FAA,
FHWA, FMC, STB andCommercial controversies 
comparable state and

Contract and rate negotiation
 local agencies 

Regulation compliance 
Logistics contracting and

Safety issues planning 
Sales tax issues



Daniel C. Sullivan, Partner

Our Counsel

Mr. Sullivan has extensive experience in administrative, 

appellate, civil litigation, commercial real estate, corporate, 

employment, equine, health care, intellectual property, 

regulatory compliance, tax, transaction, and transportation 

and logistics law.

He received his A.B. from Kansas State University in 1962 

and his J.D. from Washburn University of Topeka, Kansas in 

1967.

Mr. Sullivan’s admissions to practice include: U.S. Supreme 

Court, 1978; Kansas Supreme Court, 1967; U.S. District Court, District of Kansas 

1967; Illinois Supreme Court, 1970; U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois, 

1971; U.S. District Court, Central District of Illinois, 2005; U.S. District Court, 

Eastern District of Wisconsin, 1973; U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, 

2006; U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, 1977; U.S. Court of Appeals for 

the Third Circuit, 1980; U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, 2006; U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, 1986; U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh 

Circuit, 1975; U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, 1975; U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 1975; U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, 

2004; U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuits, 1978; and the 

Federal Court of Claims, 2003.

His affiliations include the: Transportation Lawyers Association; Association for 

Transportation Law, Logistics, and Policy; Illinois State Bar Association; DuPage 

Bar Association; Director, P.A.M. Transport, Inc., (NASDAQ-PSTI); Director, 

Universal Truckload Services, Inc., (NASDAQ-UACL); and Instructor of Logistics 

at University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Mr. Sullivan has taught and published extensively, focusing on the Transportation 

and Logistics Law area. 
Telephone: 630.573.5021

Fax: 630.573.5130

dansullivan@shlawfirm.com



John J. Conway, Partner

Mr. Conway primarily handles civil litigation of business 

disputes and torts for both plaintiffs and defendants in federal 

and state court. He also practices in the following areas: 

corporate, transactions, transportation and logistics, estate 

planning and probate, real estate, intellectual property, and 

franchising (PMPA).

He received a B.A. in 1983 and a B.S. in 1985 from Illinois State 

University. He received his J.D. in 1993 from DePaul 

University College of Law. He is also a Certified Public 

Accountant.

Mr. Conway’s admissions to practice include: Illinois and U.S. District Court, 

Northern District of Illinois, 1993; U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, 

1995; and U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, 2004. 

His affiliations include the Illinois State Bar Association, Chicago Bar Association, 

and the Illinois CPA Society. Mr. Conway often presents in the area of Health Care 

(HIPAA) law.
Telephone: 630.573.5021

Fax: 630.573.5130

johnconway@shlawfirm.com

Patrick M. Hincks, Partner

Mr. Hincks offers extensive experience in corporate, civil 

litigation, environmental, insurance, commercial and 

residential real estate, regulatory compliance, securities, 

sports and entertainment, tax, and transactions. He also 

serves as general counsel for several real estate and insurance 

companies.

He graduated magna cum laude with a B.A. from St. Mary’s 

College in 1986. In 1989, he received his J.D. from Loyola 

University of Chicago School of Law.

Mr. Hincks admissions to practice include the Illinois and U.S. District Court, 

Northern District of Illinois, 1989. He is a member of the Illinois Bar Association and 

the Chicago Bar Association.
Telephone: 630.573.5021

Fax: 630.573.5130

pathincks@shlawfirm.com



John P. Callahan, Jr., Associate

Mr. Callahan focuses his practice in corporate, commercial 

and residential real estate, commercial collections, criminal, 

personal injury, and tax. He also handles cases in civil 

litigation.

In 1985, he received his B.S. in Accounting from Marquette 

University. In 1988, he received his J.D. from the Illinois 

Institute of Technology, Chicago-Kent College of Law.

Mr. Callahan is admitted to practice in the Illinois and U.S. 

District Court, Northern District of Illinois, 1988. 

His affiliations include the Chicago Bar Association and the Illinois State Bar 

Association.
Telephone: 630.573.5021

Fax: 630.573.5130

jackcallahan@shlawfirm.com

Matthew P. Barrette, Associate

Mr. Barrette handles cases in transportation and logistics, 

civil litigation, residential real estate, and regulatory 

compliance.

He graduated cum laude with a B.A. from University of 

Notre Dame in 1998. He graduated cum laude with a J.D. 

from the Notre Dame Law School in 2001.
 
Mr. Barrette’s admissions to practice include: Illinois, 2001; 

U.S. District Court for the District of Illinois, 2001; U.S. 

District Court for the Eastern District of Wisconsin, 2003; U.S. 

District Court for the Central District of Illinois, 2005; U.S. District Court of Appeals, 

Tenth Circuit, 2004; and U.S. District Court of Federal Claims, 2005.

He is a member of the Illinois State Bar Association and the Transportation Lawyers 

Association.
Telephone: 630.573.5021

Fax: 630.573.5130

mattbarrette@shlawfirm.com



Ryan A. Mahoney, Associate

Mr. Mahoney focuses his practice in civil litigation, 

commercial collections, construction, employment, 

insurance, personal injury, and product liability.

In 1998, he graduated magna cum laude with a B.A. from the 

University of Dayton. He graduated cum laude with a J.D. 

from the Notre Dame Law School in 2001.

Mr. Mahoney’s admissions to practice include: Illinois, 2001; 

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, 2001; 

and U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Indiana, 2005.

Telephone: 630.573.5021

Fax: 630.573.5130

ryanmahoney@shlawfirm.com

Desmond Patrick Curran, Associate

Mr. Curran primarily practices in the areas of civil litigation, 

with an emphasis on insurance-related matters, and 

commercial and residential real estate. He also has 

experience in handling environmental matters, in assisting 

clients with a variety of regulatory compliance issues and 

actions, in handling a variety of business disputes including 

mechanic’s lien claims, and in employment law matters.

In 1989, he received his B.A. from the University of Notre 

Dame. In 1992, he received his J.D. from the Notre 

Dame Law School.

Mr. Curran’s admissions to practice include: Illinois, 1992; U.S. District Court, 

Northern District of Illinois, 1993; and U.S. District Court, Northern District of 

Indiana, 1999. He is a member of the Illinois State Bar Association.

 

Telephone: 630.573.5021

Fax: 630.573.5130

desmondcurran@shlawfirm.com



Matthew B. Speiser, Associate

Mr. Speiser practices in the areas of administrative, civil 

litigation, commercial collections, corporate, real estate, 

securities, and transactions.

In 1999, he received a B.A. in Business Administration from 

Illinois Wesleyan University. In 2002, he received his J.D. 

from DePaul University College of Law, Chicago.

His admissions to practice include: Illinois, 2002; U.S. District 

Court for the Northern District of Illinois, 2002; and U.S. 

District Court for the Central District of Illinois, 2005.

His affiliations include the: American Bar Association; Illinois State Bar 

Association; Chicago Bar Association; and Illinois Real Estate Lawyers Association.

Mr. Speiser is a contributing author to Illinois Business Entities, by Matthew Bender, 

published in 2006.
Telephone: 630.573.5021

Fax: 630.573.5130

mattspeiser@shlawfirm.com
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